8                                       LAW

These detailed rules may be broadly divided into two
classes, Civil and Criminal Law, and each is dealt with under
several sub-heads or titles of law.

The very first section deals with murder. Eight classes
of murderers are defined : (1) He who kills an innocent man ;
(2) he who incites another to kill an innocent man ; (3) he
who wounds an innocent man; (4) he who eats with a
murderer ; (5) he who keeps company with a murderer;
(6) he who is on friendly terms with a murderer ; (7) he who
gives shelter to a murderer ; and (8) he who renders any help
to a murderer. The first three classes are liable to capital
punishment, which however may be changed by the king
to a fine of 40,000' . The last five are liable to a fine
of 20,000.

Similarly, thieves arc divided into eight classes (21-28)
on the above principle so as to include, in addition to actual
thieves, those who instigate, help, or befriend him. The man
who actually steals is not only liable to capital punishment,
but his wives (lit. women) and children together with all his
possessions become the property of the king. But a thief
may purchase life by paying 40,000 to the king, and a
compensation to the owner equivalent to double the value of
the stolen goods. He who instigates another to commit theft
is also liable to capital punishment. His wives and children
may escape with a heavy fine, but if they are also guilty of
joining him in instigating the crime, they are liable to capital
punishment. Other abettors of the crime are fined according
to the nature and gravity of the offence.

The next important headings of criminal law are defamation
and assault described in the Indian Law-books by the technical
terms Vakparusya and Dandaparusya. Here, for the first

i. While giving the amount of fines, the law-book never states
the unit coin it has in view. For reasons explained below, the value
of this unit may be regarded as one-twentieth of that (pana) used
in Manu-samhita\